Eagle Scout Court of Honor Script
Matthew S. Smith
February 17, 2011 7:00 PM
Ceremony Entrance:
As the guests enter the auditorium, two scouts of Troop 413 greet & hand out programs at front door of auditorium to guests. All speakers, participants, and their spouses are seated in a special area prior to the opening ceremony.
Procession is as follows: Color Guard… Scouts.. Leaders
Auditorium Setting:
Typical Court of Honor Setting with podium to right of stage, table with two chairs (for SPL & ASPL) new candles at front with BSA Flag to right side of stage and U.S. Flag to the left (speaker’s right).  Five chairs to left of stage for Honor Guard and Eagle Candidate. 
Eagle Scout Family (2 parents and 2 sons) are seated on rows behind scouts on podium side of stage (left aisle). Family gets sat last prior to colors being presented. 
Leaders: Behind Scouts on both sides of aisle
Scouts are seated in rows adjacent and in front of family. [image: C:\Users\Trey Smith\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\6QGZ2WX9\MP900384725[1].jpg]Honor Guard & Matt
Color Guard
Scouts & Leaders
Scouts & Leaders
Family & Friends
Family
Color Guard
Podium
Visitors
Visitors
Visitors
Visitors
Scouts
Scouts
Scouts
Scouts



Candle Table (SPL)








(SPL, ASPL take their positions at front—this signals to the guests that the COH is about to begin.)
Scouts are lined up at front doors awaiting orders for the colors to advance. 
(John Michael, your father knows these types of ceremonies, I am sure he would love to give you some pointers. It should have a military type of formality.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Opening:
John Michael: “Please stand for the presentation of the colors.”  
John Michael: “Color Guard”….(pause) “Advanced the colors!”
(Color guard in front of scouts & leaders.) Once all scouts have entered the auditorium and are standing at attention. Color Guard comes forward and awaits orders to post the colors in flagholders.
John Michael: “Color Guard”… (pause) “post the colors” 
John Michael: “Scouts Salute!”
John Michael: “Please join us in the Pledge of Allegiance.”  
(recite Pledge of Allegiance) 
John Michael: “To”
John Michael: “Color Guard dismissed”.  
John Michael: “Scout Sign”
John Michael: “Scout Oath”…  (Recite Scout Oath.. “On my Honor…”)
John Michael: Scout Law:  “Scout Law” (Recite Scout Law.. “A Scout is..)
John Michael: To! (Pause) 
John Michael: 
“Please be seated”
John Michael: 
“I would like to welcome you to Troop 413’s Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Matthew Smith.  It is my pleasure to introduce Kurt Fruendt, our Scoutmaster and Chairman of this Court of Honor.”

Kurt: (welcoming remarks…) 
I would like to welcome the family and friends of Matthew and our special guests. Would the family of Matthew Smith please stand. (applause)
Now, we would like to recognize any Eagle Scouts in attendance and invite them, including adults, to stand at this time.  (applause)  “Thank you, you may be seated”...(any other comments…)
“Thank you all for being here, I now declare this Eagle Scout Court of Honor open.”

“Our Chaplin’s Aid Chris Dayton will now deliver our ceremonial prayer” 

Chis Dayton:  
Leads opening prayer.

John Michael: 
Conduct opening ceremony of lighting candles….
Read from script of candle lighting ceremony
Kurt: 
“As chairman of this Eagle Court of Honor, I have the pleasure of presiding over a ceremony that began in 1912 when the first eagle badge was presented.  Since then, millions of boys have earned this high award in the Boy Scouts of America.  Tonight, it is my privilege to award this prestigious achievement to Matthew Smith of Troop 413.”
“Honor guard… (pause) please escort the Eagle Scout candidate, Matthew Smith, to the stage at this time”
(Honor guard escorts Matt down center of aisle and sits with Matt at the front of the stage)(Matt sits is in middle of honor guard)
“I would like to now introduce Scoutmaster Bill Rhyne of Troop 140 who has prepared a few words for tonight’s ceremony. 
Bill Rhyne: 
(talks about Matt)

Doug Leonard & Kurt:
“Matthew will you come forward?” Matt stands facing Mr. Leonard.  
“I will now administer the Eagle Challenge.” (Presents Eagle Challenge)


Kurt: 
“It is now my honor to present the Eagle Charge”… (Eagle Charge)

Kurt:  
“Honor Guard… please escort the parents and family of the Eagle Scout Candidate to the stage.” 
Family will include:
Father, Mother, 2 brothers (in BSA uniform) (pause as family arrives)
Scout Pin: 
Matthew, I would like to present this badge, the symbol of your success, to your parents.  They will in turn pin the badge over your heart.  (Mother will pin badge)
Father’s Pin:
In recognition of the wisdom, and guidance given to you by your father, please present him with this pin signifying your appreciation of the many hours he devoted in working with you on perfecting your scout skills.
Mother’s Pin:
And now, in recognition of the many hours of patient guidance given by her in your efforts, will you pin the Eagle mother’s pin over your mother’s heart.
Matt turns and faces Kurt…

Kurt:  
“Eagle Scout candidate, Matthew Smith, I will now administer to you the Eagle Oath. “Please give the scout sign and repeat after me:”
· On my honor I will do my best (Matt repeats)

· To uphold the honor of this award (Matt repeats)

· To cherish the brotherhood and citizenship (Matt repeats)

· Which comes to me by this award (Matt repeats)

· To carry forth the torch of freedom and democracy wherever I go. (Matt repeats)

· And pledge myself in service to God and Country 
(Matt repeats)

Kurt:  
And now by the authority vested in me by the Boy Scouts of America, I declare you to be an Eagle Scout in the highest tradition.  Congratulations! (Shake LEFT HANDS!!)
“Honor guard… please escort the parents and family back to their seats.”
(Pause… while family departs)
Do you have anything prepared that you wish to say, Matt?
Matt:  
“Yes, thank you”….(Matt delivers his speech)

Kurt: 
“Thank you Matt”… Any closing remarks from Kurt
Kurt: 
“Will the Chaplin’s Aid please give our closing prayer?” 

Chris Dayton:   
Leads Closing prayer…

John Michael: 
 “Scouts Attention” 
 “Color Guard… Retire the colors.”  
“Scouts Salute!”
“To!”

Kurt: “The Smith family has invited everyone to a reception in the fireplace room. Thank you everyone for attending, I now declare this Eagle Court of Honor now closed.”
image1.png




